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Statement of the IVR President and Executive Committee
on the Aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine
The Russian Federation’s attack on Ukraine violates fundamental principles of law and humanity.
As lawyers and philosophers, we recognize the inherent dignity and inalienable rights of all members of the human family to be the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world. Terror
attacks against civilians, expansionist attacks against democratic states, and denial of the right of
self-determination of peoples all violate basic requirements of justice and international law.
The Russian Federation’s act of aggression shows flagrant contempt for the suffering of its many
victims and their basic human rights – human rights the Russian Federation is bound to respect as
ethical principles and mandatory international law. These victims also include many Russian soldiers who are driven into this criminal war and are in great number perishing in it.
The attack on Ukraine brazenly violates fundamental principles of the international order beyond
human rights, in particular the prohibition of the use of force, the right to self-determination and the
prohibition of intervention in the internal affairs of other states. The attack on Ukraine forms a manifest act of disdain for the values of democracy, which are rooted in the dignity of human beings as
free and responsible agents, entitled to equal political self-determination and liberty. The Russian
Federation’s aggression replaces the rule of law with the rule of destructive force. It violates some
of the most important imperatives that the many tragedies of human history and the best parts of
human reflection about moral principles have taught us to respect.
The overwhelming support of people around the world for Ukraine’s just cause proves how crucial
human rights, democracy, the rule of law and a peaceful international order are for any just world
order. The many Russians who courageously oppose this war at great personal risk to themselves
show how dearly these principles are held in Russia itself.
This war unfolds in a moment of history in which humanity is called to work together on a global
scale to solve the existential problems it faces, in particular climate change. The war and its consequences threaten to destroy the basis for meaningful international cooperation for many years in a
time when such cooperation is a necessary precondition to avert the dire consequences of a failure
to address these challenges.
The IVR joins the many voices demanding an immediate stop to Russian aggression, a withdrawal
of Russian troops from Ukraine’s territory and the search for a diplomatic, peaceful, and politically
sustainable solution of the crisis. On behalf of the world’s philosophers of law, we extend our proPresident:
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found sympathy to our colleagues in Ukraine, to the people of Ukraine, and to the many victims of
Russian aggression. People around the world must stand together, so that Ukraine does not suffer
the same tragic fate as Grozny and Aleppo.
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